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Oil  Wells  Inspected  Regularly 


Field  Engineer  Enforces  Conservation  Board  Regulations 

Redwater  One  Of  Eight  Areas  Served  By  Conservation  Board  Offices; 
Engineers  Serve  All  Oil  And  Natural  Gas  Activities 


Enforcement  of  the  drilling  and  production  regulations  of 
the  Alberta  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Conservation  Board  rests 
with  the  Board's  field  men  who  are  stationed  in  eight  areas  to 
keep  a  watchful  eye  on  oil  and  natural  gas  operations. 

The  entire  province  is  distributed  into  eight  areas — Medicine 
minster,  and  Redwater.  Except  for  Turner  Valley  and  Pembina 
office  is  located.  Each  office  has  at  least  one  major  field  and 
several  minor  fields  together  with  considerable  wildcat  territory 
to  supervise. 

The  largest  geographical  area  is  that  which  has  its  head- 
quarters at  the  oil  town  of  Redwater,  50  miles  northeast  of 
Edmonton.  The  size  of  an  area  is  no  criterion  of  oil  activity  for 
in  the  125,000  square  miles  of  the  Redwater  district,  including 
almost  the  entire  northern  half  of  the  province,  only  32  drilling 
rigs  are  currently  operating.  The  Redwater  area  has  approxi- 
mately 3,000  holes  drilled  in  the  search  for  oil  and  natural  gas 
and  about  1,100  of  these  holes  are  producing  wells. 


The  staff  at  any  one  of  the  Board  field  offices  is  related  to 
both  the  size  and  activity  of  the  area  the  office  is  responsible 
for.  Redwater,  which  is  a  fairly  typical  office  from  the  point  of 
view  of  staff,  has  a  complement  of  five  employees.  P.  D. 
Larbalestier  is  the  field  engineer  in  charge  of  the  office  and  he 
has  an  assistant  engineer,  two  field  technicians  and  a  bottom 
hole  technician  to  assist  him  in  his  duties. 

Mr.  Larbalestier,  who  has  been  at  Redwater  since  1952, 
except  for  a  period  of  eleven  months  when  he  was  on  duty  in 
the  Lloydminster  area,  directs  the  work  in  his  area  from  a  com- 
pact Conservation  Board  building  that  houses  an  office,  a  small 
laboratory,  garage,  and  living  quarters  for  the  unmarried  field 
men. 

Drilling  wells  are  inspected  weekly  when  they  are  close 
enough  to  Redwater  but  the  more  distant  wells  in  the  Peace 
River  district  are  inspected  once  a  month.  The  engineers  usually 
(Continued  on  Page  Three) 


P.  D.  Larbalestier.  Redwater  field  engineer  lor  the  Alberta  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Conservation  Board,  (right)  looks  over  a  map  of  his  125.000 
square  mile  area  with  H.  J.  Webber,  assistant  field  engineer.  In  the  photo  at  right.  Mr.  Larbalestier  examines  pressures  at  the  head  of  one  of  Redwater's 

salt  water  collection  wells. 
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WITHIN     OUR  BORDERS 


Premier  Manning  brings  a  Jubilee  message  . 


to  Alberta's  school  children. 


Special  Broadcast  Opens  Jubilee  In  Schools 

Message  From  Premier  And  Dramatic  Pageant  Highlight 
Start  Of  Golden  Jubilee  Observances  In  Schoolrooms 


Alberta's  schools'  celebration  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the 
Province  began  April  18  with  a  special  school  broadcast,  pre- 
pared by  the  School  Broadcast  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Education  to  arouse  children's  interest  in  the  Jubilee  school 
program. 

The  half-hour  program  featured  an  introductory  message  from 
the  Hon.  E.  C.  Manning,  Premier  of  Alberta,  a  pageant  dramatiz- 
ing the  history  of  Alberta  prior  to  Sept.  1,  1905,  and  a  brief  review 
of  Jubilee  events  of  interest  to  Alberta  boys  and  girls. 

Following  the  radio  program,  all  Alberta  Schools  will  devote 
part  of  their  time  to  studies  and  projects  related  to  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  the  Province's  inauguration.  The  schools  will  end  their 
Jubilee  celebrations  on  June  8,  when  another  special  school  broad- 
cast will  be  aired. 

Here  is  the  text  of  Premier  Manning's  Jubilee  message  to 
the  school  children  of  Alberta: 

It  is  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  able  to  speak  directly  in  this  way  to  the 
school  children  of  the  Province  of  Alberta.  In  this  Jubilee  year  of  our 
province,  it  is  fitting  that  boys  and  girls  should  focus  their  attention  on  the 
story  of  Alberta  and  the  people  who  have  contributed  to  its  march  of 
progress.  Your  studies  in  the  classroom,  as  well  as  your  participation  in  the 
Jubilee  celebrations  this  spring  and  summer,  should  bring  home  to  you 
how  much  we  owe  to  those  who  put  everything  they  possessed  of  brain 
and  brawn  and  worldly  wealth  into  the  development  of  this  great  province. 

Yes,  I  ivould  like  to  think  we  could  use  the  word  "great"  when  we 
speak  of  Alberta.  One  of  the  meanings  of  the  word  "great"  is  "large  in 
size."  While  the  Province  of  Alberta  is  not  the  largest  of  the  Canadian 
provinces,  it  is  certainly  a  vast  territory,  extending  from,  the  warmer 
irrigated  regions  near  our  southern  border  to  the  northern  frontier  which 
is  just  now  revealing  its  wealth.  From  west  to  east  our  Alberta  extends 
from  the  Rockies  to  the  rich  prairie  grainlands  near  the  Saskatchewan 
boundary.  Yes,  Alberta  IS  great  in  size. 

But  the  word  "great"  means  something  else  too.  It  means  "important." 
The  fifty  years  since  Alberta  became  a  province  have  demonstrated  beyond 
any  doubt  the  importance  of  this  province  to  Canada  and  to  the  rest  of 
the  world.  I  don't  need  to  remind  you  boys  and  girls  in  school  of  all  the 
things  for  which  this  province  of  ours  is  important.  You  are  more  aware, 
perhaps,  than  many  older  people,  of  the  developments  in  agriculture,  the 
petroleum  industry,  manufacturing  and  other  industrial  activities  within 
the  province.  Alberta  is  receiving  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  many 
quarters  of  the  globe  as  each  day  brings  forth  some  new  development 
within  our  borders. 

But  we  must  not  brag  nor  boast.  For  another  sign  of  true  greatness 
is  humility.  The  vast  wealth  of  this  province  is  not  ours  to  treat  selfishly. 
Rather,  it  is  a  trust  given  to  us  by  God  to  look  after  wisely  in  the  interests 
of  all  His  people.  We,  in  the  Government,  are  trying  to  do  this  to  the  best 
of  our  ability.  We  are  looking  forivard  to  the  time  when  you  boys  and  girls 
will  be  taking  your  place  in  the  business  and  industrial  life  of  this  province 
and  ivill,  in  your  turn,  assume  the  responsibility  for  the  running  of  its 
affairs. 


There  is  still  another  meaning  associated  with  the  word  "greatness." 
It  refers  to  "loftiness  or  integrity  of  character."  In  simple  language  this 
says  that  greatness  and  goodness  go  together.  I  should  like  to  think  that 
you  fortunate  young  people  who  are  growing  up  in  our  province  during 
this  Jubilee  year,  are  looking  forward  not  merely  to  riches  and  wealth 
and  opportunities  for  jobs  and  important  positions  in  the  Alberta  of  the 
future,  but  rather  you  are  keeping  in  mind  your  responsibility  in  building 
a  worthwhile  community,  the  hard  work  this  objective  requires  and  the 
strength  of  Christian  character  needed  to  keep  you  to  the  task.  These  were 
the  virtues  of  the  pioneers  ivho  set  the  pattern. 

They  had  a  sense  of  responsibility.  They  realized  that  they  and 
nobody  else  had  to  make  the  plans,  take  the  risks  and  venture  on  new 
paths.  They  had  no  one  to  depend  on  but  themselves. 

They  kneiv  they  had  to  do  the  work  because  no  one  else  would  clear  the 
land,  sow  the  crops,  build  the  villages  and  cities.  And  they  knew  also  the 
truth  expressed  by  the  Psalmist,  "Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they 
labour  in  vain  that  build  it."  This  applies  to  a  province  as  well.  Our 
Alberta  pioneers  brought  with  them  the  sure  faith  of  their  fathers.  With 
the  help  of  those  courageous  men  of  God,  the  early  missionaries,  they 
endured  hardships  with  fortitude  and  kept  the  vision  of  a  better  land  for 
their  children  always  before  them. 

This  thought,  I  feel,  should  be  the  keynote  of  our  Jubilee  celebration. 
We  are  not  just  building  a  province,  ive  are  building  a  great  province  with 
all  the  qualities  of  greatness — size,  importance,  humility,  and  integrity. 
Those  of  us  who  are  older  have  played  a  part  in  the  first  fifty  years. 
The  next  fifty  years  are  in  your  hands.  • 

CONimG  EVENTS 

During  1955  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all 
COMING  EVENTS  from  January  through  November.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 

Date  Event 

May  4 — Alberta  Safety  Council  _  „  

May    5 — Oil  Well  Drilling  Safety  Clinic  

May    7 — Sportsmen's  Show  

May  11 — Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Division, 

Mining  and  Metallurgy  Institute  _  

May  11 — Western  Canada  Conference  Financial  Management  and 

Petroleum  Accounting  

May  12 — Alberta  Council  of  Personnel  Associations  

May  13 — Canadian  Council  of  the  Blind  

May  16 — Life  Insurance  Marketing  Institute  

May  17 — Alberta  Hotelmen's  Association  

May  23— Taber  Rodeo  

May  25 — Alberta  Library  Association  

May  25 — Edmonton  Horse  Show  

May  25 — Lions  International.... 

May  25— Bull  Sale  

May  25 — Western  Canada  Fuel  Association  

May  29 — Trans-Canada  Air  Lines  

May  30 — Alberta  W omen's  Institutes  

May  31 — Associated  Canadian  Travellers  

May  31— Bull  Sale  


Place 

 CALGARY 

 BANFF 

...EDMONTON 


..EDMONTON 


 BANFF 

CALGARY 
„  EDMONTON 
..BANFF 
CALGARY 
..TABER 
EDMONTON 
ED  MONTON 
CALGARY 
.LLOYDMINSTER 
EDMONTON 
..BANFF 
EDMONTON 
EDMONTON 
LACOMBE 


{Ernest  Brown  Collection) 

This  group  of  cricketers  from  the  Edmonton  Club  won  the  Ochsner  Cup  in  1905.  Among  those  who  con  be  identified  are:  Front  row,  extreme  right, 
H.  R.  Mountified.  Middle  row,  Eddie  Slocock,  "Daddy"  Richardson,  (unknown),  and  A.  Hurdis  Jones.  Back  row,  (unknown),  H.  Aldridge,  Percy  Hardisty, 

(unknown),  and  Rev.  Wilkinson. 

Field  Engineer 

(Continued  From  Page  One) 

travel  about  their  area  by  car  since  about  75  per  cent  of  the 
wells  can  be  reached  by  road  or  trails;  occasionally,  if  a  drilling 
site  has  been  abandoned  in  an  isolated  area,  an  engineer  will 
fly  over  the  area  to  see  if  the  site  has  been  left  in  proper  condition. 

The  field  engineer's  duties  require  him  to  keep  in  very  close 
touch  with  all  the  activity  in  his  area  and  in  turn  to  keep 
the  head  office  in  Calgary  advised  of  the  activities.  These  activities 
include  all  stages  of  oil  field  work  such  as  drilling,  completions, 
abandonments,  production,  salt  water  problems,  etc.  He  must  also 
see  that  certain  minimum  Board  requirements  concerning  all  of 
these  operations  are  followed  and  make  recommendations  in  this 
regard. 

In  general,  Mr.  Larbalestier's  duties  are  similar  to  the  duties 
performed  in  the  other  field  offices  except  that  every  field  and 
area  has  its  own  special  problems.  For  example,  the  Redwater 
field  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  province  to  face  a  serious  salt 
water  disposal  problem.  Today  one  of  the  largest  and  most  efficient 
salt  water  disposal  systems  in  the  world  is  in  operation  and 
servicing  the  entire  field.  Another  problem  in  the  Redwater  field 
is  the  declining  pressures  and  the  possible  necessity  for  repressur- 
ing  or  secondary  recovery  schemes  to  recover  a  maximum  amount 
of  oil.  This  problem  is  closely  watched  by  means  of  a  monthly 
echometer  survey  of  the  field  which  determines  the  fluid  levels 
in  the  wells  from  which  the  pressures  may  be  calculated.  • 


Alberta's  polio  vaccination  program  has  begun,  with  41,500  children  in 
grades  1  and  2  due  to  receive  the  Salk  anti-polio  vaccine  during  the  next 
nine  weeks.  Three  injections  of  the  vaccine,  which  will  provide  about  90 
percent  immunity  to  the  polio,  will  be  given  to  Grade  1  and  2  children  under 
the  direction  of  locol  health  departments  and  health  units.  Cost  of  the  Salk 
vaccine  is  divided  between  the  Alberta  Department  of  Health  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada  with  the  Provincial  Laboratory  of  Public  Health  serving  as 
distributor  of  the  vaccine  in  Alberta.  The  photo  shows  two  Grade  1  pupils  of 
Edmonton's  Crestwood  School  who  received  vaccinations  from  Dr.  G.  H.  Ball, 
Edmonton  Assistant  Medical  Health  Officer.  The  photo  in  inset  shows  a  box 
of  the  protective  vaccine. 


"Within  Our  BordeTs"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  pleose  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
All  photos  are  Alberta  Govenmient  Photos  unless  otherwise  designated. 
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TAKE  YOUR  CAMERA  ON  TOUR  THIS  SUMMER 

Camera  Enthusiasts  Can  Open  Their  Shutters  On  Fine  Scenic  Views 
As  They  Pass  Alberta's  Spectacular  Mountains  And  Lakes 


Whether  an  expert  or  a  box-Brownie 
type,  you'll  find  a  wealth  of  subject  matter 
for  your  camera  around  Alberta. 

The  amount  of  equipment  you  require 
will  be  in  direct  ratio  to  your  interest  in 
photography  but  a  good  average  stock  of 
equipment  for  your  holiday  would  be:  one 
good  camera,  several  types  of  film,  a  light 
meter,  a  yellow  and  an  orange  filter,  and 
a  small  tripod.  Color  has  come  the  stylish 
medium,  so  you  should  have  color  film 
and  a  haze  filter.  If  you  are  a  little  more 
advanced,  you  can  add  a  red  filter,  and 
if  you're  an  expert  with  color,  you  even 
might  want  an  ultra-violet  filter. 

Alberta's  primary  photographic  assets 
are  the  Rockies,  with  their  beautiful  lakes, 
waterfalls,  glaciers  and  streams.  An 
enviable  collection  of  fine  photos  can  be 
obtained  by  visiting  the  mountain  and  foot- 
hills areas.  Keep  one  point  in  mind — all 
the  best  shots  aren't  ready-made  right 
beside  the  highway.  Often  a  half  hour's 
walk  will  give  you  a  study  that  will  pro- 
mote you  from  a  shutter  clicker  to  an  artist. 

One  place  to  start  is  the  south-west 
corner  of  Alberta  at  Waterton  National 
Park.  To  become  acquainted  with  mountain 
composition,  you  might  take  some  of  the 
more  popular  scenes  such  as  Cameron 
Falls,  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel  and  the 
Narrows.  Then  drive  over  to  Mount  Cran- 
dall.  Spend  about  half  an  hour  walking 
up  the  slope  until  you  get  in  position  to 
take  a  fine  photo  of  the  scene  below  with 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel  in  the  foreground 


and  the  lake  and  townsite  in  the  back- 
ground. A  drive  along  the  Akamina  High- 
way to  Cameron  Lake  will  yield  some  fine 
snapshots  and  then,  for  added  scenics,  walk 
along  the  trail  from  Cameron  Lake  to 
Carthew  Lake,  where  you  will  find  many 
interesting  views.  Other  trips  in  the  park 
will  take  you  to  Red  Rock  Canyon  (watch 
for  game  along  here)  and  a  boat  trip  down 
the  lake. 

On  the  way  north  from  Waterton,  there 
are  any  number  of  good  ranching  shots 
near  Pincher  Creek  for  the  taking.  This  area 
is  particularly  good  for  cloud  effects,  so 
keep  your  filters  near  at  hand.  For  the 
variety  of  a  scenic  route,  why  not  drive 
along  the  Coleman-Kananaskis  forestry 
road?  This  goes  through  the  Livingston 
and  Highwood  ranges  and  will  provide 
ample  opportunity  for  ranching  and  moun- 
tain photographs. 

The  town  of  Banff  is  a  favorite  with 
photographers  and  a  splendid  view  of  the 
Bow  River  valley  is  available  from  the  top 
of  the  Mount  Norquay  chairlifht. 

From  here  a  good  color  study  can  be 
taken  if  you  use  the  ultra-violet  filter  to 
cut  through  the  bluish  mountain  haxe.  For 
black  and  white,  it  would  be  advisable  to 
use  verichrome  film  and  a  yellow  filter. 

A  drive  to  the  Upper  Hot  Springs  will 
give  you  some  more  good  material  and,  if 
you  are  ambitious  enough,  take  the  two- 
hour  walk  along  the  trail  from  here  to  get 
a  magnificent  view  of  the  general  Banff 


area.  From  this  point,  you  can  see  as  far 
as  Lake  Louise. 

On  the  way  to  Lake  Louise,  stop  at 
Johnston's  Canyon.  Unless  the  sunshine  is 
flowing  directly  into  this  canyon,  it 
wouldn't  be  advisable  to  try  a  color  shot 
but  you  may  get  something  worthwhile  on 
black  and  white  with  a  time  exposure, 
using  a  tripod  and  Super  XX  film. 

Along  this  stretch  of  highway,  there  is 
a  wealth  of  good  camera  material  includ- 
ing Pilot  Mountain,  the  Bow  River,  and 
Mount  Eisenhower.  Watch  for  moose  in  the 
marshes  below  the  highway  and  beaver 
near  the  dams  along  the  river.  A  little 
luck  will  result  in  some  good  animal  shots. 

At  Lake  Louise  you  will  want  to  get 
the  classical  view  of  the  lake  and  Victoria 
Glacier.  Expert  photographers  claim  the 
best  photos  are  for  those  who  get  up  at 
five  or  six  in  the  morning  particularly  if 
you  are  after  a  color  record  of  the  glacier 
reflected  in  the  lake's  waters.  At  that  time 
of  morning,  the  glacier  is  a  gentle  pink 
shade,  gradually  darkening  as  the  sun 
rises.  This  is  the  best  time  to  find  the 
waters  of  Lake  Louise  unruffled. 

Short  walks  along  trails  in  this  area 
will  result  in  some  fine  photos  of  Lake  in 
the  Clouds,  Big  Beehive,  Devil's  Tongue 
and  the  Plain  of  the  Ten  Glaciers. 

Between  Lake  Louise  and  the  Columbia 
Ice  Fields,  stop  to  "shoot"  Crowfoot  Glacier, 
Bow  Lake,  Peyto  Lake,  Panther  Falls,  and 
several  general  mountain  views.  To  get  a 
good  view  of  the  ice  fields,  climb  to  the 
ridge  of  Mount  Wilcox  and  open  youi  lens 
on  the  view  of  Athabasca  Glacier  and 
Mountain,  the  Snow  Dome,  and  Mount 
Kitchener.  There  is  a  snowmobile  trip  into 
the  ice  fields  available,  but  most  photos 
on  the  ice  fields  will  be  the  personal  ones 
of  the  family.  The  ice  field  is  just  too  big 
for  good  scenic  close-ups. 

On  the  trip  from  the  ice  fields  to  Jasper, 
you  can  photograph  Sunwapta  Falls, 
Athabasca  Falls  with  Mount  Kerkestin,  and 
several  interesting  views  of  Mount  Edith 
Cavell.  The  more  rugged  individuals  can 
hike  10  miles  to  Amethyst  Lake  where  there 
is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Ramparts.  Many 
consider  this  to  be  one  of  the  finest  views 
in  the  Canadian  Rockies. 

To  complete  your  photographic  holiday, 
tour  the  Jasper  area,  making  sure  not  to 
miss  Maligne  Lake  and  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Range.  On  the  way  out  of  the  park,  watch 
for  mountain  sheep,  moose  and  deer  for  an 
added  photographic  thrill. 

Wherever  you  go  in  Alberta  next  sum- 
mer, don't  leave  the  camera  at  home — be 
sure  to  get  that  Alberta  vacation  per- 
manently recorded  on  film.  • 


This  is  the  eighth  of  a  series  of  12  articles  on 
the  various  types  of  holidays  you  can  enjoy  in 
Alberta.  W atch  for  future  articles.  Additional  copies 
of  these  articles  will  be  provided  on  request  to 
Within  Our  Borders.  For  additional  information  write 
the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau,  Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton. 
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5.  Mountain  Cliabini  11.  Fishing 

6.  Canoeinti  12.  Hikers'  Holiday 


